TRIPARTITE POLAND
their power. As shall be shown, both these Powers
worked deliberately and silently to thwart the expressed
intentions of the Congress, and eagerly snatched at the
excuse the revolt provoked by Russia afforded for their
purpose. France, when appealed to by the Diet, simply
coquetted with the question; Great Britain bestowed
some useless and irritating sympathy upon the suppressed
nation. It is, indeed, no misrepresentation to assert that
the Powers who had undertaken to secure the autonomy
of the Poles looked on when they were deprived of it in
dishonourable indifference.
The insurrection of 1830 in the kingdom of Poland
was followed by a ruthless suppression of the most
ordinary rights and privileges of the Polish people.
Those of the rebels who were unable or unwilling to
flee the country were visited with rigorous penalties.
Many of them were shot or hanged out of hand. Many
thousands of them, less fortunate, were condemned to
exile in the salt mines of Siberia. Their estates were
confiscated and sold at auction, when only Russian
bidders were permitted. In pursuance of the Russian
policy of expatriation, no fewer than 45,000 persons were
transported to the Caucasus and other remote parts of
Russia; and Russian families were introduced into
Poland in their stead. The use of the national flag was
prohibited; the use of the Polish language in every way
discouraged. The Church, always in Poland the bulwark
of her institutions, traditions, and sentiments, came in for
particular attack, and much of its property was confis-
cated and sold.
These persecutions continued throughout the reign of
Nicholas, who died in 1853 ; and for some years in the
reign of his successor, Alexander EL   Then a milder
regime was initiated, and with the aid of Wielopolski,
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